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We already know what is in the bulk dust

i.e. We know the signature “semi-quantitatively”

Questions to answer

• Are signature components present in background samples?

• At what dilution levels is the signature no longer useful?

• Does the signature change with distance/elevation?

• Is the signature consistent with different sample types – wipe, 
microvac, air?

• How variable are the signature components from sample to 
sample?

• Is the relationship between signature components and COPCs 
consistent



What we need

• Background samples

• Samples containing different dilutions of WTC dust. We 
will need to make some or all of these samples.

• Protocols for collecting new samples that are compatible 
with the analytical techniques to be used.  Example: filters 
must have low background for trace element and organic 
analysis.

• Protocols for collecting new samples that accurately 
reflect the level of contamination. 


